S4922

Africa in November 1942, Operation Overlord
(D-Day) on June 6, 1944, the capture of Ilwo
Jima on February 23, 1945, and the Tokyo
bombing raids of March 1945;

Whereas on that day, veterans and their
families from North Dakota will honor the
heroism and sacrifice of the approximately
69,000 North Dakota veterans who served in
World War 11, including 1,569 who made the
ultimate sacrifice, and recognize the hard-
ships and sacrifices of the 164th Regiment of
the American Division, a unit of the North
Dakota Army National Guard, who were the
first unit of the United States Army to land
on Guadalcanal on October 13, 1942, in the
campaign to recapture that island;

Whereas on that day, America will ac-
knowledge the supreme sacrifice of the more
than 400,000 Army, Army Air Corps, Navy,
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, and Merchant
Marine personnel who were Kkilled in action
in World War II;

Whereas 12 distinguished Senators and
Members of Congress serving in the 108th
Congress, including Senator Daniel K.
Akaka, Senator Ernest F. Hollings, Senator
Daniel K. Inouye, Senator Frank R. Lauten-
berg, Senator Ted Stevens, Senator John W.
Warner, Congressman Cass Ballenger, Con-
gressman John D. Dingell, Congressman
Ralph M. Hall, Congressman Amo Houghton,
Congressman Henry J. Hyde, and Congress-
man Ralph Regula, served in World War II;
and

Whereas World War Il veterans, members
of the generation known as ‘‘the Greatest
Generation”’, through their sacrifice and
hard work over more than 50 years, have en-
abled millions of Americans to enjoy unpar-
alleled prosperity and the blessings of free-
dom: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That May 29, 2004, is here-
by designated as Remembrance of World War
Il Veterans Day, and the President is urged
to call upon the people of the United States
to celebrate the day with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

—————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 6,
2004

Mr. FRIST. | ask unanimous consent
that when the Senate completes its
business today, it adjourn until 9:30
a.m. on Thursday, May 6th. | further
ask that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and following the
time of the two leaders, the Senate
then begin a period of morning busi-
ness for up to 90 minutes, with the first
half of the time under the control of
the majority leader or his designee,
and the second half under the control
of the Democratic leader or his des-
ignee; provided that following morning
business, the Senate resume consider-
ation of Calendar 381, S. 1637, the FSC/
ETI JOBS bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————
PROGRAM

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, tomorrow,
following morning business, the Senate
will resume consideration of the FSC/
ETI JOBS bill. We made excellent
progress on the bill today, disposing of
four amendments. | hope we can con-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

tinue that process and that progress to-
morrow with respect to relevant
amendments to the bill. Senators
should expect rollcall votes on amend-
ments throughout the afternoon. The
Senate may also act on executive
nominations during tomorrow’s ses-
sion; therefore, additional votes are
possible.

In particular, | look forward and
hope we would be able to act on one
very important nominee, John D.
Negroponte of New York, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to Irag. Many members have
had the opportunity to get to know
this particular nominee, to discuss his
plans for the future, and it is critical
we act as soon as we possibly can on
this nominee who will be our ambas-
sador to Irag. It is critical we do that
as soon as possible. It is my hope and
expectation to do that tomorrow.

————
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FRIST. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, |
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate stand in adjournment under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senator DAYTON for up to 10 minutes
and Senator MURRAY for up to 60 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Minnesota.

———
IRAQ PRISONER ATROCITIES

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, | was
present for the concluding remarks of
the majority leader regarding the
atrocities committed in lrag against
the prisoners there. | certainly share
his sentiments. A number of my col-
leagues have spoken today from both
sides of the aisle expressing their hor-
ror, their outrage, and their deep re-
gret. | join with them as well.

I also am deeply disturbed as a Sen-
ator and as a Member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee at the lack
of communication from the military
and the civilian command to those
Members of the Senate about these in-
cidents—in fact, right up to the mo-
ment they were disclosed to the Amer-
ican people through, fortunately, a free
and vigilant press.

According to the information | have
been able to obtain, a copy of the most
recently referenced classified internal
military report, and other news reports
about that and other information,
many of these incidents that have been
under investigation occurred last Octo-
ber, last November—in other words,
over half a year ago. They are horrible
events. The report said that lraqi pris-
oners had been victims of sadistic, bla-
tant, and wanton criminal abuses.
They were beaten with broom handles
and chairs and threatened with rape.
One prisoner was sodomized with a
chemical light stick or with a broom-
stick. Military dogs were also used to
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frighten and intimidate detainees. One
graphic description in the New York
Times today talks about the experience
of a particular Iragi male, the deep hu-
miliation and shame he still feels, the
utter degradation, the sadistic and dis-
gusting abuse of him night after night
by his American captors.

| agree with the remarks of the ma-
jority leader that these people carrying
out these terrible deeds were few in
number, but tragically their impact is
enormous. They are going to make life
a lot more difficult and a lot more dan-
gerous for the 134,000 incredibly brave,
patriotic Americans who are over there
putting their lives on the line every
day and night.

A story in the New York Times gives
a sense of how this is affecting the way
the United States is viewed in the Arab
world, saying in the Arab world and be-
yond, the tormenting of Iraqi prisoners
by their American guards shredded al-
ready thin support for Washington’s in-
vasion of Iraq and its vow to install
democratic values and respect for
human rights.

The outrage over the abuse shown in
pictures flashed across front pages and
television screens drew emotional com-
parisons, asking how the American oc-
cupation of the country could be dis-
tinguished from the way Saddam Hus-
sein’s government oppressed the ordi-
nary lragis. This kind of outrage will
lead to more attacks against our
forces, greater intensity of attacks,
more bombing and assassination at-
tempts against our forces and other
representatives, more casualties, more
men and women from America dying,
shedding blood as a result of this im-
moral and illegal misconduct.

The U.S. military, according to this
report, first became aware of these in-
cidents, or some of them, as early as
January of this year; in fact, maybe
even sooner than that. It was January
19 that LTG Ricardo Sanchez, the com-
mander of the joint task force in Iraq,
requested that these incidents of last
October, November, and December be
investigated. There was a preliminary
report which indicated systemic prob-
lems within the prison brigade and sug-
gested a lack of clear standards, pro-
ficiency, and leadership.

That investigation began then on
January 24. It was carried out through
interviews and other investigations of
both Iragi prisoners, former prisoners,
and U.S. military personnel who had
witnessed these incidents.

On February 29, the executive sum-
mary was presented to the military
command; on March 19, the final writ-
ten report. The outbrief to the appoint-
ing authority took place on March 3,
2004. That is 2 months ago, and actu-
ally the 2 months preceding that, var-
ious people in the chain of command
were aware of these incidents.

They must have recognized the enor-
mous impact they would have, the dev-
astating effect they would have upon
our situation in that country, mili-
tarily, diplomatically, and in our rela-
tions with other countries throughout
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